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PREFACE 


TO THE FOURTH VOLUME. 


THE nature of our design has been so fully explained in the 
prefaces to former volumes, that it would be wasting time, and 
exhausting the patience of our readers, to urge any thing further 
on that head: and as the work itself has shown how far our perfor- 
mances have corresponded with the promises we have made, it is 
unnecessary to detain our readers, for any length of time, at the 
entrance of the volume about to be laid before them. It is not 
to boast of the industrious exertion, or unsparing expense bestowed 
upon the Mirror in return for the generous patronage it has expe- 


rienced, nor yet to court further encouragement by professions 


which ill-nature might construe into servility, that we prefix . 


the few following words to the ensuing volume; but partly ta 
comply with a custom which ought to be respected because it 
is old, and partly to announce, and if possible to obtain the sen- 
timents of our subscribers respecting a proposal which has been 


pressed upon us by several friends. 


Yet, since to be entirely silent upon the successful progress of 
the work, and the great patronage afforded it, might by some be 
ascribed to want of respect; and fastidiously to suppress all mention 
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il PREFACE. 

of the efforts by which we have endeavoured to deserve public 
support, might be thought to savour more of pride than prudence, 
we beg leave to become debtors to our readers for a few moments, 
while we briefly particularize the amount of our obligations to the 
public, and give a glance at what has been done on our part te 


deserve it. 


Since we addressed our readers in January last, a number of 
persons (considerably more than three hundred) of the first re- 
spectability in the union have added their names to our subscription 
list; and this important accession is rendered still more flattering 
and satisfactory by the declaration which, with very few exceptions, 
they all have voluntarily made, that they would do their utmost to 
give circulation to the Mirror, because they considered it intitled 
to the approbation and support of the public. To persons who 
thus not only contribute to support, but confer honour on the work, 
it is owing to do all we can to justify their good opinion, and to show 


that we are not entirely undeserving of it. 


In one respect the Mirror of Taste has been uncommonly 
fortunate. It came into the world just in time to be the record 
of a twofold era in the drama and the arts of this country. It rose 
into estimation just at that singular crisis when a great theatrical 
character, unexpectedly visiting this country, held a new light 
to the stage, and, pointing out the true dramatic representation, 
opened to our people a new train of thought; gave to the public 
mind a new spring, and imparted an impulse before unfelt, with a 
just and elegant direction to the general taste; roused the feelings 
and perceptions from listlessness and sloth, and infused into the 


best bosoms of the nation a generous spirit which gave new life to 
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the arts, quickened them into action and effect, called forth the 
infant genius of a Les.i£ to the public view, and bade breathing 
portraits start from the canvas of a Sutty.—To be the chief 
archive of such things is an honour;—even to be coeval with 
them affords some grounds for pride. Of these advantages the 
Mirror has to boast; with this fortunate circumstance in addi- 
tion—that the same great actor, the praises of whom lend to 
this work its best attraction, has afforded a practical illustration of 
the truth of those good old dramatic principles which the editor 


has always laboured to inculcate. 


In a pecuniary point of view, our subscribers have been forward 
to declare, that they have more than reason to be satisfied. The 
plates of the Mirror are, with the exception perhaps of two, so 
interesting in point of subject, and so admirable in execution, that, 
if offered for sale separately, they would bring considerably more 


than half the price of the whole work. 


And now for the proposition above obscurely alluded to.—For a 
considerable time past, a number of our friends have been sug- 
gesting that, without being an expense to us, it would be a great 
advantage to our readers, to commute the play which accompanies 
each number for a proportionable increase of general matter in our 
volume; and besides these, so many have written to the same effect, 
that we begin to think it advisable to communicate with our sub- 
scribers generally upon the subject. Of these applications by letter, 
we select for publication the following, because it is the latest we 


have received, and indeed the most clear and explicit. 
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iv PREFACE. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE MIRROR OF TASTE. 
SIR, 


“J have been a subscriber to your entertaining miscellany from 
“its commencement to the present time, and sincerely congratu- 
“ Jate you on your success in an arduous undertaking, quite novel 
“ on this side of the Atlantic, the failure of which was anticipated, 
“ even by many literary characters, from an apprehension, that 
“ there did not exist among us a degree of dramatic taste adequate 
“ to the support of a publication devoted wholly to the interest of 


the sock and buskin. 


“ Although I highly approve of your Mirror, I regard it as sus- 
* ceptible of improvement; and venture to suggest a small altera- 
“ tion, which I believe will gratify the majority of your readers. It 
«js, to discontinue the publication of the plays which accompany 
“ your work, and to increase its volume by an equal quantity of 


“ miscellaneous matter. 


“ A large portion of the patrons of your undertaking are in pos- 
‘‘ session of collections of dramatic performances, some of them 
““ very extensive, and of course embracing the very plays of which 
* you give them duplicates;—others, from the infinite variety of 
“‘ tastes, are occasionally dissatisfied with the choice you make— 
“ and the residue, who have not dramatic collections, and who may 
“ coincide in opinion with you on the merits of the plays you pub- 


“ lish, form very probably a small portion of your patrons. 


‘“ A moment’s reflection will suffice to evince that, to the two 


“ first descriptions, the proposed change would be absolutely, 
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“ highly satisfactory; and that nearly the whole of the third would 
“ in all likelihood be as well pleased with twenty or thirty pages of 
** miscellaneous dramatic information, as with any play whatever 
“ of the same extent. I therefore hope, sir, you will consult as 
“¢ many of your friends as you conveniently can, and, if they should 
“ coincide in opinion with me, that you will make the alteration 
“ suggested, and oblige your sincere wellwisher, 


“« DRAMATICUS.” 


We know ourselves too well, and respect the public too much, 
to hazard our title to indulgence by laying claim to perfection:— 
not only willing to take a hint, but solicitous to be instructed, we re- 
ceive the advice that has been offered with the thanks and obedi- 
ence to which it is intitled; and we own, that the many substantial 
reasons by which it has been inforced, have made an impression 
upon our minds which, on superficial consideration, we could not 
have expected: to those offered by Dramaticus we have one to add 
which seems to have some weight, and with many of our readers 
perhaps will be conclusive:—it is, that the irregularity in our time of 
publication has occasionally arisen from difficulties in the printing of 
the play. Under the influence of all these considerations, we beg leave 
to propound the question to our subscribers, whose will respecting 
it shall be to us a law: for it must be anticipated that, to make the 
proposed change, without the concurrence of A LARGE MAJORITY 
of our subscribers, would be a violation of our promise; the more 


inexcusable, because deliberate and voluntary. 


To the end then that we may give the public the most perfect 
satisfaction practicable, we earnestly. intreat our subscribers to 


take the trouble of separately and individually signifying their 
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opinion, whether or not the play shall be commuted for an equivalent 
of miscellaneous matter. This may be done by each subscriber, either 
personally announcing his will at the place of publication, where it 
shall be registered, or sending a ticket there to the same effect, writ- 
ten thus, for instance, “I AM FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGE,” or “J 
OBJECT TO THE PROPOSED CHANGE,” and signed. If the objectors be 
as inconsiderable in number as Dramaticus imagines, then will we 
venture to make the change, and trust to their kindness and good 
sense to give their ultimate concurrence to the desire of the ma- 
jority. It must be obvious to our readers, that the proposed innova- 
tion, though it create no greater pecuniary expense, will impose 


a vast addition of labour upon the editor. 


In one thing, and one only, have we to deplore our failure: we mean 
in the promised criticisms upon the distant theatres of the union. 
To this we should be ashamed to advert, if we could not account 
for it in a reasonable way. The trade of literature is yet but young 
in this country: it is not here as in England, where the market is 
constantly so overstocked with the commodity of authorship, and 
the dealers in it are so numerous and eager to sell, that any one 
who wants a small quantity may go to the next shop and purchase 
by retail. Most of the leading literary characters of America are 
professional gentlemen, who write for amusement only; while the 
few who follow it as an exclusive business are generally employed 
in a way that forbids their undertaking so inconsiderable an office as 
that of writing a letter of a few pages once a month. If an adequate 
pecuniary compensation could have procured it, our friends should 
have had no cause to animadvert, nor ourselves to apologize.— 


Measures, however, are adopted which we persuade ourselves 
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cannot fail to secure us the necessary communications in the 


ensuing theatrical season. 


The failure of this work was, as our worthy correspondent Dra- 
maticus truly remarks, for some time predicted. It has, neverthe- 
less, passed through its infancy; and, thanks to a generous and 
discerning public, grows up with a great daily increase of health 
and vigor, and with the fairest prospects of a still greater. Every 
number is returned with new congratulations, new patronage, new 
incitements to effort, and new hopes of prosperity; so that as we 
look back with pleasure and pride, we look forward with satisfac- 
tion and confidence. The difficulties which lay in our way have (all 
but that adverted to) been surmounted, and we have now only 
to continue with assiduity and care what has hitherto been done 


with spirit and success. 
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